
Next Life Might Be Kinder
by Howard Norman (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)
A masterfully realized story of love between two memorable
and fiercely independent characters, this remarkable novel also
encompasses murder, apparitions of the dead, the idiosyn-
crasies of therapy and grief, and the arts of watching shore
birds and making films. Its authenticity partly originates from
the rendering of Howard Norman country—Nova Scotia—that
we’ve come to know from his other great novels including The
Bird Artist and What Is Left the Daughter. Offering much food
for thought regarding the distance between life and the repre-
sentation of life in art, this is Norman’s best novel yet. ~ John

Delancey: A Man, A Woman, A Restaurant, 
A Marriage by Molly Wizenberg (Simon & Schuster) 
A Seattle author known for her best selling food memoir 
A Homemade Life and world famous cooking blog Orangette,
Wizenberg continues her story on marriage, life, and the open-
ing of Delancey, the Ballard wood-fired pizza restaurant she
started with her husband. This is a charming account of two tal-
ented people trying to find their niche in the world, written
with humor and candor. I enjoyed it. ~ Kathie

A Few Seconds of Radiant
Filmstrip: A Memoir of 
Seventh Grade
by Kevin Brockmeier (Pantheon)
I usually don’t read memoirs, but, oh, am
I happy that I spent time with Brockmeier
as he navigated the waters (and a few
other fluids) of seventh grade! I found
myself utterly enthralled, and more than a
little embarrassed, in recognition of hav-
ing had some of his same thoughts.
Looking back through someone else’s
eyes at being twelve, I now feel relief that
I wasn’t the only one. Filled with the
music and media of the times, this book is
funny and poignant, and I laughed and
cried out loud through it all. ~ René

The Plover by Brian Doyle (Thomas Dunne Books)
This novel is nothing less than a stubborn, joyful, life-saving
journey from the author of the fabulous Mink River. (The pro-
tagonist here, Declan, was glimpsed in that novel). I did not
want to leave this book at the last page. Magical realism with
characters that sing to your heart! ~ Victoria

Days of Destruction, Days of Revolt
by Chris Hedges and Joe Sacco (Nation Books) 
Art is many times the most evocative form of investigative
reporting. Carrying on the tradition of Jacob Riis and
Dorothea Lange, Portland-based cartoonist Joe Sacco uses
visuals to document the struggles—sometimes self-imposed,
often not—of everyday Americans. This unique collaboration
with Chris Hedges travels from the Pine Ridge Reservation to
Camden to West Virginia coal country to tell the stories of peo-
ple for whom the American Dream is just that: only a dream.
This probably isn’t beach reading, but it is a very important
piece of work. ~ Brendie
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The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their
Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics
by Daniel James Brown (Viking)
Our staff’s favorite book of 2013, Brown’s account of the UW crew
who won gold at Hitler’s 1936 Olympics, will have you postponing the
dog’s bath in order to read just one more chapter. It describes the indi-
vidual oarsmen, all working class students who can barely afford each
year’s tuition. It recounts rivalries between Washington and Berkley
crews and those between the East coast elite and the upstarts from the
West. As the story progresses and a trip to the Olympics seems possi-
ble, there’s the tension of selecting the perfect crew. And of course
there’s Berlin, with Hitler and Goebbels determined to impress the
world with a seemingly utopian Germany. All in all it’s an exciting and
totally satisfying read. ~ Ann

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn (Broadway Books)
What a page turner! When Amy Dunne disappears without a trace on
her fifth wedding anniversary, her husband Nick becomes the prime
suspect. This seemingly typical story, told in alternating chapters by
husband and wife, is anything but typical. In a series of breakneck
twists and turns, the real truth about Nick’s and Amy’s marriage is
revealed against a backdrop of media frenzy. It’s a new twist on an old
question, “How well does anyone really know his/her spouse?” This is
an ingeniously plotted thriller that grips you from beginning to end. ~
Recommended by Susan, leader of our Mystery Book Group and the Eagle
Harbor Readers Circle

Lawrence in Arabia: War, Deceit, Imperial Folly
and the Making of the Modern Middle East
by Scott Anderson (Doubleday)
T.E. Lawrence looms large in the mythologies of both World War I and
the modern Middle East, immortalized in the film Lawrence of Arabia.
This excellent book focuses more on the political landscape of the
Middle East in the early 20th century than on the personality of
Lawrence. Anderson weaves an engaging story featuring an unlikely
cast of characters, all of whom would play surprising roles in how
Middle East politics evolved in the wake of the Ottoman dissolution.
This is an engaging mix of political history, adventure, and intrigue, the
consequences of which are felt to this day. ~ Tim

Bad Monkey by Carl Hiaasen (Grand Central)
It wouldn’t be summer without a Hiaasen mystery, would it? His trade-
marks are here: quirky side characters, on-the-skids main characters,
and Floridian weirdness. Andrew Yancy, our hero, soon to be let go
from the County Sheriff’s office, is now the Health Inspector for
Miami, and there is a human arm in his freezer. Andrew thinks that if
he can prove the arm is due to murder rather than a shark, he will be
allowed to move out of the roach-infested world of restaurant inspec-
tion and back into police work. The ick factor in Bad Monkey is thick,
but isn’t that why we love Carl? ~ René 

The Guns at Last Light: The War  in Western
Europe, 1944-1945 (Volume 3 of the Liberation)
by Rick Atkinson (Picador)
This fittingly epic close to Atkinson’s World War II trilogy brings to life
the closely-fought later European campaign, showing how it was
undermined by internal division. The volume is self-contained enough
to be accessible to new readers, but thorough and engaging enough to
interest those who have read extensively on the war. Atkinson brilliant-
ly narrates the campaign to liberate Europe, eschewing fine military
detail in favor of greater characterization and deft overview. Great
reading for anyone interested in World War II. ~ Tim

And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled Hosseini (Riverhead)
This beautifully told novel by master storyteller Hosseini (The Kite
Runner) is woven together like a cherished blanket handed down from
generation to generation, each chapter like a short story connected to
the first. I was mesmerized by this tale of family, the decisions they
make, the bonds that tie them together and tear them apart. Having
settings that range from Kabul to Paris to San Francisco to the Greek
Island of Tinos, this story is one you won’t forget!  ~ Kathie

The Museum of Extraordinary Things
by Alice Hoffman (Scribner)  
Set in early 20th century New York City, this dazzling novel involves a
charlatan who collects human deformities and animal wonders for his
Coney Island museum. His daughter, born with webbed hands and incred-
ible swimming skills, is used to attract museum-goers. Far from being a
monster, she has a kind, compassionate nature. Fearful of her father and
self-conscious of her deformity, she longs for a normal life, especially after
falling in love. Between the suspenseful storyline, colorful characters, a
magical backdrop, and rich history of New York, this novel ponders what
it is that makes us human. It is a gem. ~ Jane

Stiff: The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers
by Mary Roach (W.W. Norton)
Roach tells the fascinating story of human cadavers, enlightening us not
only on medical school cadavers, but also on such subjects as decomposi-
tion, organ donation, and the use of cadavers for crime investigations.
Cadavers have played an important part in our development of medicine,
science, and technology, and Roach explores this history with great detail
and humor, giving us a compelling read. ~ Karen

The Bookman’s Tale: A Novel of Obsession 
by Charlie Lovett (Penguin)
A young antiquarian bookseller moves from North Carolina to Hay-on-Wye
to rekindle his passion for books and heal from the loss of his wife. While
browsing an 18th-century book in a used bookstore he finds a portrait that
resembles his beloved Amanda. Thus begins a search for its provenance and
ultimately an obsessive quest for a key to the origins of some of
Shakespeare’s plays. The story’s twists provide a literary romp, and readers
of Byatt’s Posession and Ruiz Zafon’s Shadow of the Wind will love this
charming and suspenseful literary quest! ~ Susan, Coordinator of the Eagle
Harbor Readers Circle and the Mystery Book Discussion Group

In God’s Name: An Investigation into the Murder 
of Pope John Paul I by David Yallop (Carroll & Graf)
On September 28, 1978, a bare thirty-three days after he had been elected
to the Papacy, John Paul I died, and according to Yallop, his death most
likely was murder. In light of the fact that John Paul I seemed about to cast
an inquiring spotlight on corruption in the Vatican Bank, and on six power-
ful men who knew that the Pope’s decisions could mean the end of their
careers, if not their lives, murder seems entirely possible. It’s a chilling
thought, and Yallop, after thorough research, presents the facts clearly and
simply as he carries the reader along at a breakneck pace. Since Pope
Francis, the current pontiff, has also challenged certain aspects of church
dogma, the book is particularly relevant and fascinating. ~ Ann

Archangel by Sharon Shinn (Penguin) 
The marriage arrangement divinely ordained for Rachel and Gabriel—two
people too stubborn to compromise—seems like a terrible match.
Cooperation is a must, however, as everything from human rights issues to
preventing the end of the world is tied up with them. This is a beautifully
understated romance in a well-crafted fantasy world, full of gorgeous
imagery and fascinating characters. ~ Jo

Graphic the Valley by Peter Brown Hoffmeister (Tyrus Books)  
This well written and interesting novel set in Yosemite Valley loosely follows
the tale of Samson and Delilah. Tenaya has grown up in the valley and seen
the impact tourists and commercialization have had on the natural beauty
of the park. Hoffmeister’s descriptions of the park are beautiful and accu-
rate, and he weaves the story into the location, showing both the beauty and
dark side of Yosemite. ~ Karen

Norwegian by Night by Derek B. Miller (Mariner Books)
Eighty-two year old Sheldon Horowitz moves from New York to Oslo to be
with his granddaughter Rhea. He’s tough, a Korean War veteran, a watch-
maker and an acerbically humorous survivor. When he’s caught in the cross-
fire of an act of domestic violence in a neighboring apartment, he grabs the
neighbors’ young son and runs for safety. With no common language, they
hit the road in hopes of evading the bad guys who want the kid. This debut
novel is smart, funny, suspenseful, and a worthy addition to the genre of
Scandinavian crime fiction. Readers will clamor for more by Derek Miller!
~ Recommended by Susan, leader of our Mystery Book Group and the Eagle
Harbor Readers Circle
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EHBC Book Groups
Looking for an open book group?  Newcomers & drop-ins welcome!

All groups meet year-round at the bookstore Tuesdays at 7 pm

Eagle Harbor Reader’s Circle
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 pm

Tuesday, June 3rd, 7pm
Hedy’s Folly: The Life and Breakthrough Inventions of Hedy Lamarr, the
Most Beautiful Woman in the World by Richard Rhodes
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Rhodes’ remarkable story of how a ravishing film star
helped invent spread-spectrum radio, which made wireless phones and GPS systems pos-
sible. “Hedy Lamarr, glamorous Hollywood star. Hedy Lamarr, glamorous genius inven-
tor. That’s the gist of  Hedy’s Folly… although, of course, it’s far more complicated than
that. And far more fascinating.’ ~ Philadelphia Inquirer.

Tuesday, July 1st, 7pm
The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold in the
1936 Berlin Olympics by Daniel James Brown Now in paperback!
An unforgettable portrait of an era, a celebration of a remarkable achievement, and a chron-
icle of one extraordinary young man’s personal quest. “Brown’s all-encompassing account…
will have you postponing the dog’s bath and putting off dinner preparations in order to read
just one more chapter… all in all it’s an exciting and totally satisfying read.” ~ Ann

Tuesday, August 5th, 7pm
The Orchardist by Amanda Coplin
At once intimate and epic, The Orchardist is historical fiction at its best, in the grand literary tradition
of Michael Ondaatje, Marilynne Robinson, and Annie Proulx. In her stunningly original and haunting
debut novel, Coplin evokes a powerful sense of place, mixing tenderness and violence.

Eagle Harbor Mystery Book Group
Meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7 pm

Tuesday, June 24th, 7pm
Indian Bride (Inspector Sejer Mysteries) by Karin Fossum
Fossum’s fourth chilling crime novel finds Inspector Sejer on the hunt for a brutal killer in
Elvestad, a good town gone bad. “An irresistible page-turner that’s like a Nordic Sherlock
Holmes story, with characters by Bergman and blood by Tarantino.” ~ Entertainment
Weekly.

Tuesday, July 22nd, 7pm
The Beekeeper’s Apprentice: Or, on the Segregation of the Queen 
by Laurie R. King
From Edgar Award-winning author King comes the beguiling first novel of suspense fea-
turing Mary Russell and Sherlock Holmes. “King has stepped onto the sacred literary pre-
serve of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, poached Holmes, and brilliantly brought him to life
again.” ~ The Washington Post Book World.

Eagle Harbor Speculative Fiction Reading Group
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 pm

Tuesday, June 3rd, 7pm
Pandora’s Star by Peter F. Hamilton
Critics have compared the engrossing space operas of Peter F. Hamilton to the classic sagas
of such science fiction giants as Isaac Asimov and Frank Herbert. This epic novel centers
on a human-extraterrestrial war engineered by an unknown omniscient being. “The depth
and clarity of the future Hamilton envisions is as complex and involving as they come.” 
~ Publishers Weekly, starred review.

Tuesday, July 1st, 7pm
One Second After by William R. Forstchen
An end-of-the-world novel to rank with The Stand and Lucifer’s Hammer, this is a terrify-
ingly real story of terrorism, in which one man struggles to save his family and his small
North Carolina town after America loses a war. “Forstchen has put Bin Laden’s wet dream
on paper and, in the process, taken civilization straight to the rack.” ~ Stephen Coontz.

Tuesday, August 5th, 7pm
Tigana by Guy Gavriel Kay
This fantasy classic—a sweeping tale of sorcery, magic, politics, war, love, betrayal, and sur-
vival— is the story of a beleaguered land struggling to be free. It is the tale of a people so
cursed by the black sorcery of a cruel king that even the name of their once-beautiful home-
land cannot be spoken. “Kay shows why he’s the heir to Tolkien’s tradition.” ~ Booklist.

Lindberg: The Tale of a Flying Mouse 
by Torsten Kuhlmann (Northsouth)
What a special treat it is to read this endearing story about a brave little
mouse, by an author new to children’s books. With magnificent detailed
illustrations that are simply stunning, kids will love the adventure of the
flying mouse and, along the way, learn a little history about the world-
famous aviator Charles Lindbergh. One of my favorite stories of the
year! Ages 6-9 ~ Kathie

Island of the Blue Dolphins
by Scott O’Dell (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)
This timeless classic is one of my favorites. I remember reading about
Karana, the young Indian girl surviving alone on her island, and being
totally immersed in her story, as though I was feeling both her strength
and isolation. Based on a true story and winner of the Newbery Medal
in 1961, it still, to this day, holds the same fascination for me. Ages 9-12
~ Kathie

The Arrival
by Shaun Tan (Scholastic)
Every time I look at this amazing book I feel awestruck at its beautiful
message— the silent story of a man’s immigration to a new land. Don’t
miss this very special graphic novel, from the artistic cover to each word-
less page. Ages 10 & up ~ Kathie

Dirt Bikes, Drones, and Other Ways to Fly
by Conrad Wesselhoeft (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)
Meet Arlo Santiago, ace dirt biker and world class video gamer, at home
amid New Mexico mesas, ranch lands, and small town environs. As Arlo
grapples with his mother’s untimely death, a father who is adrift, and a
younger sister fighting Huntington’s disease, opportunities open up,
including an intriguing offer from the U.S. Air Force at White Sands.
Wesselhoeft’s (Adios, Nirvana) lyrically propulsive prose and spot-on
dialogue hurtle us through Arlo’s exploits and introspections, his tur-
moil and triumphs, giving us an intimate, teen’s-eye view. Wesselhoeft
hits another YA novel clean out of the park. Ages 12-17 ~ John

Since You’ve Been Gone
by Morgan Matson (Simon & Schuster)
Emily’s best friend vanishes without a word, leaving only a list of things
Emily has either never tried or been too afraid to. With nothing else to
go on, Emily sets out to complete the list, hoping it will somehow lead
her to her friend. I came to this book for the interesting premise, and
stayed for the genuine, enjoyable relationships. The characters are won-
derfully engaging, and I couldn’t put it down. Ages 12+ ~ Jo

Staff Picks for Kids!



June 1st, Sunday, 3pm
BRIAN KOMEI DEMPSTER
Topaz: Poems
Bainbridge Island’s notorious distinction as
the first location from which Japanese-
American families were taken to relocation
camps at the outset of World War II puts
this evening’s occasion into historical per-
spective. We welcome  Brian Komei Dempster, whose
debut poetry collection takes its title from the internment
camp where his maternal family was incarcerated. Through
the fractured lenses of past and present, personal and col-
lective, the speaker seeks to piece together his own identity
and shed light on a buried history. Dempster is also the edi-
tor of the anthology Making Home from War: Stories of
Japanese American Exile and Resettlement.

June 5th, Thursday, 7:30pm
AARON D. MURPHY
Aging in Place
How often have those of us in a certain gen-
eration wondered how long we’ll be able to
stay in our current houses? Kitsap architect
Aaron D. Murphy discusses his book, based
on the idea that you can stay in your resi-
dence for the remainder of your life, regard-

less of changes to your abilities that occur with age. Murphy
specializes in strategies for designing barrier-free living envi-
ronments featuring products, materials, systems and envi-
ronments for equal ease of use by all intended users, without
adaptation or specialized design. For your home, this means
design that allows people to live comfortably and easily,
regardless of age or physical ability.

June 8th, Sunday, 3pm
KATHRYN MA
The Year She Left Us
Award-winning San Francisco author
Kathryn Ma talks about her debut novel, a
tale of three generations of Chinese-
American women in a San Francisco family
who must confront their past and carve out
a future. A disastrous trip to visit her “home” orphanage in
China has plunged eighteen-year-old Ari into a self-destruc-
tive spiral. As they cope with Ari’s journey of discovery and
its aftermath, the Kong women come face to face with the
truths of their lives. “Kathryn Ma’s first novel is electrified by
the enraged tenderness of its alienated young protagonist.
Part mystery, part odyssey, The Year She Left Us heralds the
arrival of a fierce, subtle new American voice.” ~ Jennifer
Egan, author of A Visit from the Goon Squad.

June 22nd, Sunday, 3pm
A. KA
The Winter, The Spring and The Summer
(Isaac the Fortunate, #s 1-3)
Aubry K. Anderson, aka A. Ka, a Seattle
artist, illustrator and web designer, launches
the third installation of a projected six in her

debut serialized sci-fi/fantasy novel, Isaac the
Fortunate, published in Seattle by Fuzzy
Hedgehog Press. A historical fantasy whose
narrator is Isaac, a Jewish doctor, it is set in

Renaissance Europe, where a vengeful demon threatens to
bring about the end of the world with The Delirium, a
plague that kills its victims by instilling a deadly knowledge
of the future. Each part of the series focuses on a different
character touched by Isaac’s less-than-graceful efforts to
save the world from certain destruction.

June 26th, Thursday, 7:30pm
JENNIFER MURPHY
I Love You More
U.W. MFA candidate Jennifer Murphy of
Seattle talks about her novel, a tale of
betrayal and conspiracy involving one man,
three wives, and the perfect murder.
Picasso Lane is twelve years old when her

father, Oliver, is murdered at their summer beach house.
Her mother, Diana, is the primary suspect—until the police
discover his second wife, and then his third. “Sexy, smart,
and thoroughly addictive, I Love You More is a thrilling
work of fiction, so deftly plotted you can’t put it down.” ~
Dawn Tripp, author of Game of Secrets.

June 29th, Sunday, 3pm
TINA GILBERTSON
Constructive Wallowing: 
How to Beat Bad Feelings 
by Letting Yourself Have Them
If you’re going through a painful time in
your life—divorce, unemployment, a troubled relationship,
a newly empty nest—this could be the afternoon for you.
Portland, Oregon counselor and therapist Tina Gilbertson
discusses her book, which posits the counter-intuitive but
powerful truth about how difficult feelings can lead to
greater happiness. Society tells us to put on a happy face
whenever we feel blue, and we end up ignoring what’s true.
Gilbertson believes that by immersing yourself in your feel-
ings with self-compassion, you experience emotional heal-
ing. The reward for “wallowing” in your true feelings is
nothing less than becoming whole again. 

July 13th, Sunday, 3pm
DAVID HECKER
with Strangers Before the Bench
JENNIFER THOMAS
with A Different Light: The Vietnam
War from a Woman’s Point of View
ROSEMARY “MAMIE”
ADKINS
with Reflections of Mamie:
A Story of Survival
We celebrate three local authors with
diverse offerings involving ways of dealing
with one’s own past. Bainbridge author
David Hecker presents Strangers Before the
Bench, his historical novel that centers
around an Immigration Naturalization
Hearing judge in 1990s Seattle whose life
and career undergo dramatic changes
when he learns of the horrific suffering of
his distant relatives in Central Europe.
Jennifer Thomas’s Different Light: The

Vietnam War from a Woman’s Point of View is a first-person
novel based on the author’s diary during her year’s tour of
duty in DaNang, working with the Red Cross and the Third
Marine Amphibious Force during a war no one under-
stood. Rosemary “Mamie” Adkins discusses her heartrend-
ing story of survival, sixteen years in the writing, which
begins with childhood abuse that would affect her for
decades to come. Her message to other victims is to share
your story with other victims and show them how you got
help.

July 20th, Sunday, 3pm
ARLEEN WILLIAMS
Running Secrets
Help us welcome West Seattle author
Arleen Williams, here with her debut novel.
In Running Secrets, flight attendant Chris
Stevens is bent on self-destruction until she
meets Gemi Kemmal, an Ethiopian home

healthcare provider. Chris and Gemi forge an unusual
friendship that bridges cultural, racial and age differences.
Gemi comes to question restrictive traditions dictating her
immigrant life, while Chris uncovers family secrets that
challenge everything she’s ever known to be true.
Williams’s professional life has given her a solid back-
ground for the cross-cultural vein in her work; for almost
thirty years she has taught English as a Second Language at
South Seattle Community College, where she works with
immigrants and refugees.

July 27th, Sunday, 3pm
KENNETH G. BENNETT
Exodus 2022
Bainbridge author of the Young Adult
novels The Gaia Wars and Battle for
Cascadia, Kenneth G. Bennett reads from
his new novel, a paranormal thriller set in
Puget Sound. When Joe Stanton begins
suffering severe hallucinations while vacationing with his
girlfriend, the authorities blame drugs. What they don’t yet
know is that others, up and down the coast—from the
Bering Sea to the Puget Sound—are suffering identical,
always fatal mental breakdowns. As Joe struggles to unrav-
el the voices in his head and begins to perceive their world-
altering significance, he must also outwit the authorities
and outlast the time bomb ticking in his brain.

July… All Month!
WHERE’S WALDO!?
Back by popular demand! Last summer,
250 bookstores launched a nationwide
Waldo search campaign to promote the
Shop Local message. Waldo scavenger
hunts in all fifty states enlivened main
streets and downtowns, including right
here on Bainbridge. On July 1st, Waldo-
spotters will once again set off on a

month-long hunt to find the elusive guy hidden in many of
our neighboring downtown businesses. Eagle-eyed Waldo
spotters will be eligible for prizes, culminating on July 31st
with a grand celebration here at the store. Stay tuned for
details!

JUNE & JULY EVENTS AT EHBC
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