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McLain’s (The Paris Wife) biographical novel of legendary aviatrix Beryl Markham reaches back to her youth in colonial
Kenya, where she is raised by her father and the tribe of
Kipsigis who live on his estate. The young Kip boys teach her
to hunt as they prepare for tribal leadership, and she later
achieves renown as a horse trainer. As a teenager, she marries
a man who loses interest in her, gets involved in a love triangle
with author Karen Blixen, and becomes the first woman to fly
solo across the Atlantic. Markham’s amazing life, coupled with
McClain’s exceptional storytelling talents, make this a must
read! ~ Susan

Life After Life by K ate Atkinson (Back Bay Books)
In the story of Ursula, her main character, Atkinson has given
us a hugely marvelous novel. Ursula’s multiple deaths between
1910 and 1967 beautifully illustrate both the writer’s craft and
the avenues presented by fate and even the smallest of life’s
decisions. Encompassing the history of a family in an English
country home, as well as London during the Blitz and Hitler’s
inner circle in Germany, Ursula’s tale brings one closer to the
possible resonances between one’s daily life and the larger
events of one’s time. Life After Life is a
puzzle that delights, kaleidoscopically
brilliant and a satisfying adventure to
read. ~ John

questioned, but the satisfaction derived from being able to
hang a cabinet on a warped wall was worth it. For those of us
who have tiled a bathroom or mudded wallboard, this book
brings on a mixture of nostalgia and admiration for
MacLaughlin’s new found skills in this engaging summer read.
~ Ann

Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Anchor)
Ifemelu is a young woman from Nigeria, living in New
Jersey. Her blog for non-American blacks, with its poignant
observations on racism in America, has brought her fame. In a
series of flash-backs, we learn of Ifemelu’s first love and their
life in Nigeria as students with promising futures. Much of the
novel takes place in a hair braiding salon, and these fascinating passages also function symbolically in bridging the racial
gap. This is an enduring love story and a brilliant look at the
parallels between race in America and class structure in
Nigeria—a satisfying, honest novel to be enjoyed by people
from all backgrounds. ~ Jane

Late Summer Picks from Our Staff
continued on page 2!

Hammer Head:
The Making of a Carpenter
by Nina MacLaughlin (WW Norton)
MacLaughlin had worked for years at a
job with a Boston newspaper when tedium began to creep in. Almost on a whim,
she answered an ad for a carpenter’s
assistant, and thus began an adventure
into the world of skill saws, plumb bobs,
and levels. It was a move she sometimes
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LATE SUMMER PICKS FROM OUR STAFF
Look Who’s Back by Timur Vermes (Maclehose Press Quercus)
Hitler awakens in Berlin in 2011, with no memory of his death. What
could possibly go wrong? Told from Hitler’s point of view (with
remarkable verisimilitude), Look Who’s Back chronicles poor Adolf’s
struggles to comprehend modern, cosmopolitan Germany, all while
he strives to carve a place for himself in this brave new world. At once
a comic look at Hitler’s psychology and a satire of modern consumption-obsessed culture, it’s a quirky, unique novel full of laugh-outloud moments and copious social commentary. ~ Tim

Uprooted by Naomi Novik (Del Rey)
This compulsively readable fantasy is grounded in a world that displays all the trademarks of Novik’s thoughtful world building. Fairy
tale elements are key, from the dark and pervasive Wood to the
Dragon in his tower and, at the center, a young woman just coming
into magic in ways that no one, not even herself, expects. The characters are wonderfully human in their relationships, and the magic
never feels forced or unnatural. All in all, this is a fabulous read, one
I cannot recommend enough. ~ Jo

Map: Collected and Last Poems
by W islawa Szymborska (Houghton Mifflin)
What a welcoming volume of poetry Nobel Laureate Szymborska left
us! Try out the poems on pages 177 (“Astonishment”), 216 (“In
Praise of My Sister”), and 332 (“A Little Girl Tugs at a Tablecloth”).
Usually I find single-author “collected” poetry books intimidating
for their sheer bulk; this one I embrace for its gently profound, accessible, and conversational tone, its lines spoken as though over a cup
of tea. ~ John

Vanishing Games by Roger Hobbs (Knopf)
In this sequel to the acclaimed Ghostman, Jack and Angela are
together again after six years, this time in Macau. They stumble
across a yacht filled with a few dead bodies, a bag of uncut sapphires
and a huge stash of cash. By playing their cards right, they can fence
the sapphires, pocket the cash and never have to work again. Still,
Jack manages to get them cornered by a pack of professional killers
and caught up in a plot to flood the global economy with counterfeit
cash. Hobbs constructs his story with meticulous detail, building to a
heart-pounding ending that will thrill the fans of his exceptional
debut thriller. ~ Susan

The Boston Raphael: a Mysterious Painting, an
Embattled Museum in an Era of Change, & a
Daughter’s Search for the Truth by Belinda Rathbone
(David R. Godine)

Perry Rathbone was Director of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts
from 1955 to 1972, when his meteoric career ended in scandal over the
purchase of a small Raphael portrait of a young girl that turned out to
be a fake. It rocked the art and antiquities industry as well as the city
of Boston, where Rathbone was legendary. Written by Rathbone’s
daughter, this is both a biography and a fascinating mystery. If you
loved The Art Forger and still wonder about the Isabella Stewart
Gardner museum heist, you will love this bio-intrigue! ~ Susan

The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George (Crown)
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Jean Perdu owns the Literary Apothecary, a bookstore barge on the
Seine where he dispenses books to mend the reader’s broken heart.
He succeeds in mending all but his own, broken twenty years earlier by the love of his life. When he learns what really happened to his
beloved, he casts off the lines of his barge with his two cats, 8,000
books, and a young author aboard and heads downriver. Along the

continued from Page 1

way they encounter friends for life and absorb the glorious countryside.
This is a tender and enchanting homage to books and France, reminding
us why we read and how much books can change our lives. ~ Susan

At the Water’s Edge by Sara Gruen (Spiegel & Grau)
During WWII, three naive Philadelphia socialites—Madeline, her 4F
husband and his friend—take a merchant ship through the Battle of
the Atlantic to Scotland to search for the Loch Ness Monster and thereby find redemption for not fighting in the war. Ensconced in a road
house run by a gruff innkeeper while the men are off rowing around
the lake and “researching” their way through the countryside, Madeline
befriends the village folk and discovers the challenges of life during war.
Gruen infuses the mossy atmosphere of Scotland with an eerie mysticism
while making her reader question just how genuine Madeline’s life up
until this point has been. I enjoyed this book as it takes a delightfully different approach to the standard WWII romance/fiction genre. ~ Juli

I Capture the Castle by Dodie Smith (St. Martin’s)
This classic novel from 1948 revolves around a slightly daffy family
living in an old, crumbling castle. Cassandra, the middle daughter, is
writing the story of the family, often while sitting in the kitchen sink
illuminated by candles. Extremely poor, the Mortmains have finally
come to the point where they are selling off the furniture, and one
of the girls says she would marry the devil to escape their poverty.
When the Cotton boys come to call, serious matchmaking hilarity
ensues. This is funny, lighthearted, and just a wonderful first novel.
~ René

Keeping the Castle by Patrice K indl (Penguin)
This novel is a great companion to I Capture the Castle. Althea is the
sole support for her family and she must marry well to keep the family home intact. When Lord Boring and his accountant, Mr.
Fredericks, come to town, wheels are set into motion to ensure that
Althea and the Lord become a couple. Unfortunately, Mr.
Fredericks has a few ideas of his own about Althea and her family.
This is another funny and lighthearted book written for teens, but
adults who read it will be utterly charmed. Ages 12 & up. ~ René

A Court of Thorns and Roses by Sarah J. Maas
(Houghton Mifflin)

This enchanting Young Adult story intertwines the folk tale of Tam Lin
with Beauty & the Beast, and admirably lives up to both. Protagonist
Feyre incurs a debt to a faerie, and to preserve her family and herself
goes to live with him in the strange land beyond The Wall. It is both more
beautiful and dangerous than she bargained for. This is a dark, entrancing fairy tale with a genuinely enjoyable romance at its center. Ages 14
& up. ~ Jo

Stella by Starlight by Sharon M. Draper ( Atheneum)
Students who love historical fiction will want to add this one to their collection. From the very first page you feel like you’re right there with
Stella and her little brother—out late at night seeing something that
would be extremely troubling for anyone, especially young children.
Stella’s story, set in 1932 segregated North Carolina, takes us on a courageous journey of hope. This one’s a keeper! Ages 9-13 ~Kathie

Don’t Miss Picks New in Paperback on page 11!

STAFF PICKS NEW IN PAPERBACK!
The Book of Strange New Things

Landline

by Michel Faber (Hogarth)

by Rainbow Rowell (St. Martin’s Press)

Peter is called to mission on a planet light years from
earth. Leaving his wife and a troubled earth behind, he
finds a world barely settled by natives whose lives are
threatened by illness, hungering for the words of God
held in The Book of Strange New Things. Absolutely riveting, Faber’s world- and character-building will leave you
wanting much more. ~ René

From best selling Young Adult author Rowell comes the
really funny, tender novel of Georgie McCool, a comedy
writer living in LA. with her family. A marriage in trouble,
a dream script needed by Christmas, some hilarious dialogue between characters, and a pinch of magical realism
thrown in—Landline is a delight to read! ~ Kathie

Working Stiff: Two Years, 262 Bodies, and
the Making of a Medical Examiner
by Judy Melinek, M.D. and T.J. Mitchell (Scribner)
Realizing that a career as a surgeon was not for her,
Melinek pursued forensic pathology. She writes frankly
and compellingly about death, the ways in which people
deal with it, and what she learns from the dead. Though
the material has the potential to be horrifying, especially
considering that her time as a medical examiner in NYC
coincided with the September 11 attacks, there is a powerful compassion in how she discusses the worst and best of
humanity that she has seen. This book caught and held my
interest in the best way. ~ Jo

In the Kingdom of Ice: The Grand and
Terrible Polar Voyage of the USS Jeannette
by Hampton Sides (Anchor)
Sides masterfully recounts the incredible story of the USS
Jeannette’s fateful voyage to explore and map the North
Pole in the late nineteenth century. From the planning of
the expedition to its end on the Siberian tundra, Sides uses
recovered journals, letters, and logs to tell what happened
to the ship and its crew. This is a compelling story that kept
me turning the pages to discover their fate. ~ Karen

Delicious!
by Ruth Reichl (Harper)

The Endless Practice:
Becoming Who You Were Born to Be
by Mark Nepo (Atria)
Spiritual philosopher Mark Nepo has given us another
gem for the nourishment of the heart and soul. By
explaining that life’s glories, complexities, and difficulties
are meant to be experienced and especially to be examined, we learn that everything has meaning, and everything contributes to the making of soul. Through Nepo’s
clarity and prose, we are encouraged and guided to develop practices that will help address the universal longing for wisdom, truth, and
love. ~ Jane

Next Life Might Be Kinder
by Howard Norman (Mariner)
A masterfully realized story of love between two memorable and fiercely independent characters, this remarkable
novel also encompasses murder, apparitions of the dead,
the idiosyncrasies of therapy and grief, and the arts of
watching shore birds and making films. Its authenticity
partly originates from the rendering of Howard Norman
country—Nova Scotia—that we’ve come to know from his
other great novels. Offering much food for thought regarding the distance between life and art’s representation of
life, this is Norman’s best novel yet. ~ John

This first novel by famed food critic Reichl revolves around
Billie Breslin, whose superhuman palate can analyze the
ingredients in any dish. When Delicious—the New York
magazine for which she writes—suddenly folds, Billie is the
surviving employee, left to man the phone and prowl the
legendary building. She discovers a collection of letters
from a young girl to famed editor James Beard during
WWII, and a search ensues to find all of the letters and
their author as well. Full of New York atmosphere, discussions of food, and colorful characters, this is the perfect beach read for foodies!

~ Susan

The Heist
by Daniel Silva (Harper)
The latest caper of Israeli spy and art restorer Gabriel
Allon takes us from Venice to Geneva, Vienna, Paris and
Corsica in search of a stolen Caravaggio. A British spy is
found murdered and his home contains a stash of stolen
masterpieces, among them a prized Caravaggio. He’s been
an operative for a ring of thieves trafficking in stolen artworks for a dictator. Master spy Allon must infiltrate the
world of private banking, break up the trafficking ring,
redirect the wealth of a dictator and… oh yes, recover the Caravaggio! This
sequel to last year’s English Girl is a must-read thriller. ~ Susan
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AUGUST & SEPTEMBER EVENTS AT EHBC
Events are often added after deadline. Stay tuned to the Events
Calendar on our website: www.eagleharborbooks.com
August 13th, Thursday, 7:30pm

EHBC BOOK GROUPS

Looking for an open book group? Newcomers & drop-ins welcome!
All groups meet year-round at the bookstore Tuesdays at 7 pm.

Eagle Harbor Reader’s Circle

LEE GRANT, with DINAH MANOFF

Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 pm.

I Said Yes To Everything: A Memoir

Tuesday, August 4th, 7pm
House Girl by Tara Conklin

The stars are out tonight as Oscar- and Emmy-winning actress
Lee Grant (Shampoo, In the Heat of the Night, Valley of the Dolls)
discusses her memoir with her daughter, Bainbridge resident
Dinah Manoff, an actress in her own right who wowed audiences
last year with her One Act Fest at BPA. Encompassing a life on
stage and screen that includes twelve years on the Hollywood blacklist, a threedecade career as a film director, and a Lifetime Achievement Award from Women
in Film, Grant’s book is a whirlwind ride through American theater and film. “Lee
knows how to tell a good story with passion, honesty and a good sense of humor.”
~ Michael Douglas.

August 20th, Thursday, 7:30pm

JENNIFER STEIL
The Ambassador’s W ife
A real-life ambassador’s wife, author Jennifer Steil presents her
harrowing novel about the kidnapping of an American woman
in the Middle East and the heartbreaking decisions she and her
husband each must make in the hope of being reunited. Steil
lives in Bolivia, where her husband is the European Union
ambassador. “Thrillingly suspenseful and deeply sensuous… Captivating, unforgettable.” ~ Janet Fitch, author of White Oleander.

September 17th, Thursday, 7:30

JEFFREY L. AMESTOY
Slavish Shore: The Odyssey of Richard Henry Dana, Jr.
A Fellow at the Center for Public Leadership, Harvard Kennedy
School, Jeffrey L. Amestoy discusses his book on one of
America’s most zealous defenders of freedom and human dignity. Amestoy’s subject, Richard Henry Dana Jr., was a product of
Boston Brahmin society, a Harvard dropout whose 1834 sailing
voyage to California resulted in the book Two Years Before the Mast, which quickly
became an American classic. Dana’s sense of justice made him a lawyer who championed sailors and slaves, and put him at the center of some of the most consequential cases in American history.

September 30th, Wednesday, 5-7pm

IN-STORE BOOK FAIR
The Island School
Help support our local independent schools! Our InStore Book Fairs benefit readers at schools and other
non-profit organizations. Come for an evening of shopping between 5-7 pm, and
we will donate 20% of sales during that period to The Island School, offering
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade children opportunities for joyful learning as
they prepare to become effective world citizens.

October 15th, Thursday, 7:30

ROBERT MICHAEL PYLE, with
DAVID GUTERSON
W intergreen: Rambles in a Ravaged Land
We’re thrilled and proud to present Robert Michael Pyle, in
conversation with Bainbridge literary icon David Guterson to
launch the anniversary edition of a Northwest classic. Pyle’s
vivid portrayal of the land, plants, people and animals of the
Willapa Hills is a book so even-handed in its passion that it has
been celebrated by those who make their living with a chain saw as well as by environmentalists. “… a book that transcends the wounded Willapa Hills where it is set
and becomes a meditation on the relationship of all people to all places.”
~ William Dietrich.

“… an enthralling story of identity and social justice told through the eyes of two
indomitable women, one a slave and the other a modern-day attorney, determined to define themselves on their own terms.” ~ Hillary Jordan, author of
Mudbound

Tuesday, September 1st, 7pm
Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
“Adichie is uniquely positioned to compare racial hierarchies in the United States
to social striving in her native Nigeria. She does so in this new work with a
ruthless honesty about the ugly and beautiful sides of both nations.” ~ The
Washington Post.

Tuesday, October 6th, 7pm
Astoria: Astor and Jefferson’s Lost Pacific Empire:
A Tale of Ambition and Survival by Peter Stark
“A fast-paced, riveting account of exploration and settlement, suffering and survival, treachery and death. (Stark) recovers a remarkable piece of history: the story
of America’s first colony on the continent’s West coast.” ~ Kirkus.

Eagle Harbor Mystery Book Group
Meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7 pm.

Tuesday, August 25th, 7pm
Sun Storm by Asa Larsson
Winner of Sweden’s Best First Crime Novel award. “More like Ruth Rendell’s psychological thrillers than the procedurals of Larsson’s fellow Swedes (Mankell and
Thursten, for example), this impressive debut nevertheless heralds yet another
striking voice from Scandinavia.” ~ Booklist.

Eagle Harbor Speculative Fiction Reading Group
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 pm.

Tuesday, August 4th, 7pm
Spin by Robert Charles Wilson
In this spectacular novel of immense scope, an alien barrier is placed around the
Earth, the moon and stars disappear, and scientists discover that time is passing
faster outside the barrier than it is on the planet. “Wilson’s most ambitious and
most successful novel to date…Wide-ranging and well-crafted.” ~ San Diego
Union-Tribune.

Tuesday, September 1st, 7pm
The Quantum Thief: Jean Le Flambeur #1 by Hannu Rajaniemi
A breathtaking joyride through the solar system several centuries hence, a world
of marching cities, ubiquitous public-key encryption, people who communicate
via shared memory, and a race of hyper-advanced humans.

Tuesday, October 6th, 7pm
Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel
National Book Award finalist. “… offers comfort and hope to those who believe,
or want to believe, that doomsday can be survived, that in spite of everything people will remain good at heart, and when they start building a new world they will
want what was best about the old.” ~ Sigrid Nunez, New York Times Book Review.

